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and meyny1. And than he is no lesse diligente and carefulle
for her than he is for hym selfe: and specially lovyngly he
avysethe her yf she doo amys, and taketh good hede to kepe
' hir well, and taketh hede of her bearynge and goinge, of her
spekyng and lokyng2, of her passynge and ayene-commynge3,
oute and home. No manne hath more welthe, than he that
hathe a good woman to his wife; and no man hath more wo
than he that hath an evyl wyfe, crieng and janglyng, chidyng
and scoldyng, dronken, lecherous, and unstedfast, and con-
trarry to him, costly, stout and gay, envious, noyfull, leping
overlondes4,moch suspicious, and wrathful....In a good spouse
and wyfe behoveth these condicions, that she be busy and
devout in goddes service, meke and serviseable to her husbond,
and fair spekyng and goodly to her meyny, mercyable and
good to wretches that bene nedy, easy and pesible to her
neyghbors, redy ware and wyse in thynges that shuld be
avoyded, myghtyfulle5 and pacient in suffrynge, busy and dili-
gent in her doing, manerly in clothynge, sobre in movyng, ware
in speakynge, chaste in lokyng, honeste in bearynge, sadde6 in
goinge, shamfaste amonge the people, mery and glad with her
husbonde, and chast in privite.
11 WIFE TO HUSBAND
Paston Letters^ ed. 1900, vol. I. p. 48, written in 1443.
Ryth worchipful hosbon, I recomande me to yow, desyryng
hertely to her* of yowr wilfar8, thanckyng God of yowr a mend-
yng of the grete dysese* that ye have hade; and I thancke
yow for the letter that ye sent me, for be10 my trowthe my
moder and I wer nowth in hertys es11 fro the tyme that we
woste of yowr sekenesse, tyl we woste verely of your a mend-
yng. My moder behestyd a nodyr1* ymmage of wax of the
weytte18 of yow to oyeru Lady of Walsyngham, and sche sent
iiij. nobelys15 to the iiij. Orderys of Frerys at Norweche to pray
for yow, and I have behestyd to gon on pylgreymmays to
1 retinue.       2 looking.       * again-coming.       4 given to vagabondage.
* strong.                                                                                                                                                                                5 serious.         7 hear.                                                                                                                                                                                     8 welfare.                                                                                                                                                                              9 discomfort
10 by.       n not in heartsease.        w promised another.      u weight,
u ow.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             1S nobles.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